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or particular congregations to take np what form of divine service
they please;, for we, hold it requisite that there should be throughout
the whole realm a conformity to that order which the laws enjoin
according to the word of God. And we desire to unburden the con-
sciences of men of needless and superstitious ceremonies, suppress
innovations, and take away the monuments of idolatry.
'And the better to effect the intended reformation, we desire there
may be a general synod of the most grave, pious, learned and judi-
cious divines of this island; assisted with some from foreign parts,
professing the same religion with us, who may consider of all things
necessary for the peace and good government of the church, and repre-
sent the results of their consultations unto the parliament, to be
there allowed of and confirmed, and receive the stamp of authority,
thereby to find passage and obedience throughout the kingdom.'1
At the very end occurs the oft reiterated demand that the
king should employ only such counsellors and ambassadors as
parliament had cause to confide in, 'without which we cannot
give his Majesty such supplies for support of his own estate, nor
such assistance to the protestant party beyond the sea [in Ire-
land], as is desired/2
The Grand Remonstrance is rightly regarded as one of the
most important documents in English constitutional history.
That contemporaries fully recogniml this is shown by the un-
precedented length and heat of the debate that preceded the
final division. To royalists it seemed, then and always, as foul
a libel as could be framed against the king*5 To a sympathizer
with him, like the Venetian ambassador, it appeared that Pym
and his associates, fearful lest the support of the people was
failing them, were trying all methods of discrediting the monarch's
past and present actions. To such men the remonstrance was
plain sedition,4 On the other hand the opponents of the court
felt its passage to be a matter of life and death. The extreme
importance they attached to it is shown by Cromwell's famous
remark Hhat if the remonstrance hud been rejected he would
have sold all he had the next morning and never have seen Eng-
land more; and he knew there were many other honest men
of the same resolution9.5
As soon as the remonstrance was passed, a motion was made
that it should be printed forthwith, whereupon an even sharper
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